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Community Report 

OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROFILE 

 

Austin Elementary consists of 123 students, 12 teachers, 7 support staff, 

and 2 custodial  staff.  Austin Elementary School offers a wide variety of 

activities which help promote academics, leadership, athletics, artistic 

and musical creativity as well as community connections. 

At AES we believe in developing student knowledge, skills, and attitudes 

through the implementation of curriculum and instructional practices 

that demonstrate sensitivity to issues of equity, diversity, and social jus-

tice.  We are focused on supporting our students and developing 

strengths in the areas of literacy and numeracy, physical literacy, equity, 

diversity and social justice.  Additionally, we believe is developing a 

strong and engaging school community with a focus on mental health 

awareness and programming. 

We have several new and returning staff joining us for the 2021-22 

school year.  Please help me in welcoming, Alanna Madsen (resource 

and Gr.3), Jocelynn Foxon (Gr.3 and divisional numeracy coach), Aman-

da Sollner (Gr. 5/6) and Tyson Anderson (music). 

We are saying a big AES farewell to Mr. Faucher, our grade 6 teacher 

this year and we wish him all the best in his career in education. 

Kindergarten Program 2021-2022 

Austin Elementary School will be returning to a full day, every other 

day, program for the 2021-22 school year.  Kindergarten students will be 

attending AES on day 1,3&5.  We look forward to welcoming our newest 

AES students on September 8, 2021.  Jennell Manns will be teaching kin-

dergarten in the fall and we wish her and her kinders, a wonderful and 

successful kindergarten year! 

Michelle Ryz, our current Kindergarten teacher will be moving from 

Austin over the summer. Michelle has been a valuable member of our 

school team for many years and we will miss her on staff.  We wish her 

and her family all the best in their transition to their new home. 

 

 

Austin Elementary School 

Mission Statement 
The students, staff and community will work together to provide a safe 

environment where all children can develop to their full potential. 
Success for all! 



This has been a year like none other!  I would like to take this  oppor-
tunity to thank all of our students, their families and  our staff for going 
above and beyond this year to make the 2020-21 school year such a suc-
cess amidst all of the ever changing Provincial Health Orders.  From 
wearing masks, to  moving classrooms to trying our best to remain at a 
two meter distance throughout the day, our staff and students have 
done it all, with very little notice and without hesitation. I appreciate 
the required flexibility and patience that everyone has had to rely on 
collectively.    

We went into this school year knowing that things would look different 
and that we would have to  make many compromises, but what we did-
n't know going into this year, is just  how resilient and  compassionate 
our school community really is when faced with  a world pandemic. As 
a collaborative team at AES,  we value the importance of building 
strong relationships with home and school and we appreciate the sup-
port that we have received from our school community. This success we 
have shown this year is a direct result of the support we have received 
from all of our families. 

Our school staff  did a wonderful job of keeping our school environment 
a safe and caring place for our students. Classroom teachers were able 
to  implement the Manitoba curriculum  in fun and engaging ways for 
our student despite all of the on –going changes we have had to make 
this year.  Students participated in classroom and school events 
throughout the school year while engaging in a variety of learning op-
portunities.  

As we come to the end of this 2020-21 school year, we recognize and 
reflect upon the success, achievements  and resilience of our school 
community. We wish you a wonderful summer holiday.  

LITERACY 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

At Austin Elementary School we 

believe that all students can 

learn and have the ability to 

read and write as well as have 

the ability to understand and 

work with numbers as a base for 

learning.  This  year, due to 

some of the COVID restrictions 

around not mixing cohorts, we 

were unable to participate in 

our Book Club program, which 

is a cross graded, guided read-

ing groups.  In place of this pro-

gram, classroom teachers, sup-

port staff and our school princi-

pal, all worked to incorporate 

literacy programming into the 

classrooms through a variety of 

ways.  These included: book 

talks, Daily 5 activities, home 

reading, one-to-one reading 

programs, I love to read month 

activities, as well as weekly 

classroom library updates 

through the school library.  We 

were able to purchase many new 

books for our school library as 

well as a number of new sets of 

guided reading packs.  It is our 

hope to implement our Book 

Club program again in Septem-

ber, if the Manitoba Health Reg-

ulations allow us to do so. 

 

AES Staff for 2020-2021 

Mrs. Michelle Ryz—Kindergarten 

Mrs. Jaclyn Sheppard—Grade one 

Mrs. Kathryn Hunt—Grade two 

Ms. Jennell Manns—Grade three 

Ms. Lindsay Bereza—Grade four &  five 

Mr. Andrew Faucher—Grade six 

Mr. Jeff Dickson—Grade seven & eight 

Ms. Pam Staples—Physical Education 

Mrs. Sharla Davey—Resource 

Mrs. Tori Nadeau—Music 

Mrs. Kim Young  - Principal 

Mrs. Tamara Sokolosky—Secretary 

Mrs. Lynda Driedger—Librarian 

Mr. Andrew Dyck  - Skills Coach 

Mr. Maurice Emond—Head Custodian 

Mrs. Marlene Burnside—Head Custo-

dian 

Mrs. Glenda Sattler—Asst. Custodian 

Mrs. Sian Pollard—Support 

Mrs. Agatha Hiebert—Support 

Mrs. Raquel Harder—Support 

Mrs. Jennifer Friesen—Support & 

Speech 

Miss Lana Spelliscy—Support  

Mrs. Karissa Dyck—Support 
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AUSTIN PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

The Austin Elementary School Parent Advisory Council (APAC) is dedicated 
to the education and the well-being of the child.  APAC’s primary mandate is 
to promote effective communication between the home and school.   
 
APAC was unable to hold the annual Fall Supper in October of 2020.  For 
fundraising activities this year, APAC sold boxes of greeting cards and for the 
first time, APAC held a cash calendar raffle.  The cash calendar raffle raised 
$6 960! 
 
APAC would like to thank parents, staff and community members for selling 
and purchasing cash calendar tickets.  We wish to thank all the businesses who 
generously provided $ 3 475 in prize money.  Mrs. Young and Mrs. Sokolosky 
deserve a special thank you for helping to track and collect tickets, and distrib-
uting prizes and receipts.  Thank you to Roxy Kneeshaw for organizing this 
event and to Nancy Nelson, Keri Kneeshaw, Lisa Rempel, Christina Doerksen 
and the other APAC members who helped. 
 
The funds we raised this year went to support school events such as Fun Fri-
days, I Love to Read Month activities, Tabloid Water Day, and many others. 
APAC was also able to purchase equipment, needed by our school community.  
APAC purchased curling brooms and sliders to replace well used equipment.  
We look forward to being able to fund other projects thanks to the funds raised 
by these events.  
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THE 100TH DAY OF SCHOOL 

The Kindergarten class was able to partici-

pate in the 100th Day of School celebration 

this year as they were attending school on a 

daily basis and could celebrate with the rest 

of the school!  The Kindergarten students 

counted out 100 pieces of snack, rainbow 

traced a 100 chart, stacked 100 cups, col-

ored by number, put 100 stickers into our 

sticker book. And came up with 100 rhym-

ing words!  The grade 2 class made 100 

glasses for the kindergarten students to 

wear and keep for the special day.  The oth-

er grades participated in a variety of activi-

ties throughout the day including a 100 

brick Lego challenge, writing activities, cos-

tumes and special snacks.  It is really re-

markable how much learning can be done 

in only 100 days! 



Caption describing picture or graphic 

OUR SCHOOL 

Our School is uniquely different 

from many other schools across 

Manitoba and even within Pine 

Creek School Division.  We follow a 

balanced school day schedule, giving 

our students the opportunity to 

increased exercise time and nutri-

tion breaks.  Austin Elementary 

begins each school day with SPARK.  

SPARK, which stands for student 

promoting activity responsibility 

and knowledge, consists of  physical 

activity and getting active before 

starting the day.  At AES we run 

SPARK for 15 minutes in the morn-

ing before we start our first set of 

academic periods.  Our SPARK 

schedule changes every month, 

giving our students a variety of 

different activities to do as a class or 

as a whole school.  Some activities 

that take place are hall/trail walk-

ing, scooters, tag games, movement 

videos and other Phys. Ed activities. 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

Every year, teachers at Austin 

Elementary School choose an 

area of focus, strategies to work 

on or a program to implement, 

that will best support the aca-

demic success of their students.  

This year, two of our staff mem-

bers focused on the mental 

health and wellbeing of our staff 

and students.  For the month of 

March the focus was on 

“Bringing the Joy” to all of those 

in our school.  To start the Joy-

ful month of March, each class 

discussed things that can bring 

them joy.  Whether it was danc-

ing, telling jokes and laughing, 

being silly or enjoying some 

time in the sun, we looked for 

opportunities to bring joy! 

The month of May our focus was 

on generosity.  Students were 

encouraged to wear a hat every 

Friday for the month and bring 

a donation for the local food 

vault.  As a result of this gener-

ous act we were able to donate 7 

large boxes of non-perishable 

foods.  The proceeds from the 

hot lunches served during this 

month were donated to the Ki-

nette Emergency Fund.  We 

were able to send the Kinette 

Club a cheque for $406. 
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AES Schedule  

8:40  

8:50  

8:55 - 
9:10 

Spark 

9:10 - 
9:55 

Period 1 

9:55 - 
10:40 

Period 2 

10:40 - 
11:05 

Outdoor Recess/Exercise Break 

11:05 - 
11:30 

Nutrition Break 

11:30 - 
12:15 

Period 3 

12:15 - 
1:00 

Period 4 

1:00 - 
1:27 

Nutrition Break 

1:27 - 
1:55 

Outdoor Recess & Intermurals 

1:55 - 
2:40 

Period 5 

2:40 - 
3:25 

Period 6 

3:30 Student Dismissal 

Joke of the day 

“I asked my friend when his birthday was, 

he told me March 1st” 

“I’ve been marching on the spot for 30 

minutes and still don’t know when his 

birthday is?” 



AES held a virtual and in person book fair this year and we were 

able to purchase many new books for our library as a result.  Stu-

dents had the opportunity to attend an in person book fair with their 

cohort and families were invited to the virtual event one evening.  

We greatly appreciate all of the purchases that our students and 

their families make during the book fair. 

With a generous donation 

from the RBC Future 

Launch Community Chal-

lenge.  We were able to of-

fer Virtual art night ses-

sions for our schools.  Ini-

tially, we used this funding 

to hold in person Art Night 

Sessions for our students 

during the 2019-2020 

school year.  When the in-

person learning moved to 

remote last year we were 

unable to complete this ac-

tivity and were offered an 

extension.  During this 

school year we were able to 

offer several Virtual Art 

Night sessions that were 

very popular with our stu-

dents.  Special thanks to 

Gail Coates for facilitating 

these sessions and to our 

youth leaders, Lindsay Be-

reza and McKenna Young 

for their help.  Videos for 

Virtual Art Night were post-

ed on the school Facebook 

account.    

Our students from Kinder-

garten to gr 8 were all pro-

vided with the opportunity 

to develop their cross coun-

try skiing ability this year.  

Although the weather and 

lack of snow shortened our 

ski season, students 

demonstrated progress in 

their skiing and enjoyed be-

ing outside.  It is our hope 

to purchase a few new pairs 

of skis each year so that we 

have enough pairs for clas-

ses to use and families to 

borrow.  Huge thank you to 

the North Norfolk Founda-

tion, Keystone Concrete 

and Postech for their gen-

erous donation to our 

school to help with the pur-

chase of the skis and ski 

shed!  Student Council dol-

lars also went towards this 

project. 

                                                                                                 

SCHOOL LIBRARY AND BOOK FAIR 

VIRTUAL ART NIGHT & CROSS COUNTRY SKIING 
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ART WORK OF AES 

Grade one 

Grade four & five 

Grade three 

Grade six 

Grade two 

Grade four & five 

Grade eight 


