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1. Introduction to Pine Creek School Division 
 

1.1    Overview of Pine Creek School Division 
 

Our current enrolment of approximately 1050 students is primarily from agri-business 
households, which forms the backbone of the division’s economy. 
 
Our schools consist of 7 Elementary and Senior High and 7 Hutterian Colony schools.  The 
Division transports approximately 560 students almost 400,000 kilometers each year.  The 
Division employs approximately 200 staff members. 
 
Our communities are spread from Langruth, Plumas and Gladstone in the North to 
MacGregor and Austin in the South. 

 
 
 

1.2    Map of Pine Creek School Division 
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1.3    Schools and Locations of Pine Creek School Division  

 
Administrative Buildings 
 
Division Office      Bus Garage 
25 Brown Street     200 Manitoba Avenue 
Gladstone, MB     Austin, MB 
  
Schools 
 
Austin Elementary School    Gladstone Elementary School 
7 Fraser Street North, Austin, MB   116 Morris Avenue, Gladstone, MB 
Principal: Kim Young      Principal: Alan Warkentin 
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  113.0 FTE  Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  180.5 FTE 
  
Langruth Elementary      MacGregor Elementary 
101 Helgason Street, Langruth, MB   151 Fox Street North, MacGregor, MB 
Principal: Natasha Emerson     Principal: Bryan Marriott 
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  36.5 FTE   Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  230.0 FTE 
 
Plumas Elementary     MacGregor Collegiate 
117 Richmond Avenue North, Plumas, MB  150 Fox Street North, MacGregor, MB 
Principal: Kathryn Hunt     Principal: Kyle McKinstry  
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  43.5 FTE   Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  158.0 FTE 
 
William Morton Collegiate 
141 Morris Avenue, Gladstone, MB 
Principal: Shannon Blondeau 
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  107.0 FTE 
 
Colony Schools 
 
Beaver Creek School     Cascade School 
Aspenheim Colony     Cascade Colony 
Principal:  Steven Williams     Principal:  Steven Williams 
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  19.0 FTE   Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  14.0 FTE 
 
Muller School      Hidden Valley School 
Bloomfield Colony     Hidden Valley Colony 
Principal:  Steven Williams    Principal:  Steven Williams 
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  18.5 FTE   Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  34.0 FTE 
 
West Plains School     Forest Home School 
Delta Colony      Riverdale Colony 
Principal:  Steven Williams    Principal:  Steven Williams 
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  24.0 FTE   Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  13.0 FTE 
 
Emerald School 
Emerald Colony 
Principal:  Steven Williams 
Sept. 30, 2017 Enrolment:  17.0 FTE 
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Manitoba School Boards Association 
 

 2.1    About School Boards 

The Role of School Boards  
School boards are corporate bodies elected by the voters of a school division to provide for 
the educational needs of the community's students. By provincial law, there are certain 
things that every school board must do and certain services they must provide. There are 
also things that school boards may facilitate in its goal of student achievement and success.  

The primary activity of the Board is governance. Pine Creek School Division governance is 
aligned with the Efficient and Effective Governance (E2G) model and the process for 
implementation of the model, as developed by the Manitoba School Boards Association. 
The E2G model includes: the government-legislated requirements as stated within the 
Public Schools Act and other relevant legislation; by-laws that outline the governing and 
operational rules of the School Board; the Board’s governance policies that arise from the 
Board and local community values; and the administrative procedures that provide the 
practical measures for carrying out the spirit and intent of the governance policies.  

The Board represents the public with regard to education primarily through its governance 
policies, which are principles adopted by the Board to provide clear direction for the 
achievement of Division goals. The governance policies of the Board serve as a course of 
action to the daily activities of the Division.  

School boards work with their communities to ensure that local schools offer the specific 
programs and services that meet community needs. School trustees are the community 
members elected to serve on school boards. They come from all walks of life and share a 
common desire to serve youth and their communities. 

Becoming a School Trustee  
School board elections are held every four years, in conjunction with municipal elections, on 
the fourth Wednesday in October. The next election will be held on October 24, 2018. 

In order to run for school trustee, a candidate must, meet all of the following criteria, and be: 
• a Canadian citizen; 
• is at least 18 years old on Election Day; 
• is an actual resident of the school division in which he or she is running and will 

have been so for a period of at least six months at the date of the election; and 
• is not disqualified by law. 

The following individuals are disqualified from serving as school trustee: 
• a Member of the Legislative Assembly or the Senate or House of Commons of 

Canada  
• a member of the council of a municipality  
• or a pupil in regular attendance at a school within the same school division or district 
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Employees may serve as trustee in the division where they work, but they are required to 
take a leave of absence to do so. 
Once an individual decides to run for the office of school trustee, the next step is to obtain 
the necessary number of signatures on an official nomination form.  
Becoming a candidate for School Trustee involves only one process: the nomination 
process. There is no registration process for candidates seeking election for School 
Trustee. 

School Board Elections 
The October 24, 2018 school board elections are a great opportunity for Manitobans to get 
involved in public education - by voting or running as a candidate for school trustee.  

Interested individuals should gather nomination signatures on “Candidate Nomination Form” 
and submit during the nomination period to the election officials. During the nomination 
period, candidates will be required to complete and submit the “Declaration of Candidate” to 
complete the nomination process.  

Candidates must file Nomination Papers in-person with the Senior Election Official or 
designate during the Nomination Period which begins at 8:00 am on Wednesday, 
September 12, 2018 and ends at 4:00 pm on Tuesday, September 18, 2018. 

Nomination Papers for the Office of School Trustee must have a minimum of 25 signatures 
of voters whose names appear on the Voters List for the school division ward in which they 
are seeking election. All Nomination Papers will be available for public inspection. A list of 
nominated candidates will be available on the Pine Creek School Division website. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Some of the questions asked most frequently at the Manitoba School Boards Association 
office, and their answers, are listed below. If you have questions about trusteeship please 
contact MSBA, by phone at 204-233-1595, or toll-free at 1-800-262-8836. If you have 
questions that are specific to your own school division or district, contact the school board 
office at 204-385-2216. 

Q: When is the next school board election?  
A: School board elections are held every four years. The next general school board election 

will be held on October 24, 2018.  
    

Q:  Who serves as public school trustees? 
A:   Public school trustees come from all walks of life. They are retirees, homemakers, 

professionals, trades people, university students - the list goes on. What these people do 
have in common, however, is a sincere interest in children and education, and a desire to 
serve their communities.  

    

Q:   I live in one school division, but own property in a neighboring one. Can I run for school 
trustee in either of the two divisions? 

A: No. The Public Schools Act requires that a candidate be “an actual resident in the school 

http://winnipeg.ca/clerks/election/election2014/school_boundaries.stm
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division or district,” and that he or she has been so for a period of at least six months at 
the date of the election. 

Q: My school division is divided into three wards. I live in Ward 1. Does that mean that I have 
to run as a candidate in Ward 1, or can I run in one of the other wards? 

A:  A candidate does not have to live in the specific ward in which he or she runs, as long as 
they do reside in the division. However, nomination papers must be signed by electors 
who do live in the ward in which the candidate will be running. 

    

Q: My spouse teaches in the school division in which we live. Can I still run for school 
trustee?  

A:  An individual whose spouse works for a school division may still be a trustee in that same 
division. There are, however, some matters which come before the board where that 
trustee would be considered to have a conflict of interest. In those situations (such as 
salary negotiations), that trustee would not involve him or herself in the debate or voting 
on that specific matter. There are a number of other situations where a trustee could have 
a potential conflict of interest. Legislation requires that situations such as these be 
declared when a trustee takes office. 

    

Q: I am a public school teacher. Does that disqualify me from running for school trustee? 
A: A teacher or other school division employee may serve as a school trustee. If you work in 

the same school division or district in which you live, you will be required to take a leave 
of absence from your job in order to serve. 

    

Q: If I’m elected school trustee, how will I learn about the job? Will I be offered any training?  
A: The school division offers orientation sessions for new trustees, to familiarize trustees 

with local policies and procedures. As well, many new trustees attend training sessions 
organized by the Manitoba School Boards Association in the fall following trustee 
elections. These sessions bring together newly-elected trustees from across the province, 
and help to orientate them to their new role. 

 
3. Board Structure  
 

The Public Schools Act and other acts of the Legislature of Manitoba define the structure 
and mandate of the Board of Trustees. The Public Schools Act defines both the "duties" 
(those things "every School Board shall" do) and the "powers" (those things "a School 
Board may" do) of School Boards in Manitoba. School Board duties are standard 
throughout the province. Taken in combination, they ensure a basic level of public school 
education to which all Manitobans are entitled.  

3.1 Structure 
The nomination and election of school Trustees is conducted in the same manner and 
according to the same principles as the municipal nominations and elections of councilors, 
and the provision of The Local Authorities Election Act. 

In Pine Creek School Division, the Board of Trustees is comprised of seven members 
representing four wards that include: 

Ward 1    Municipality of Glenella-Lansdowne  
One trustee        Municipality of Westlake-Gladstone 
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Ward 2   Municipality of Glenella-Lansdowne  
Two trustees   Municipality of Westlake-Gladstone 
 
Ward 3   RM of North Cypress-Langford  
Two trustees  Municipality of North Norfolk  

Rural Municipality of Victoria 

Ward 4   Municipality of North Norfolk  
Two trustees  Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie 

Rural Municipality of Norfolk Treherne 

A map illustrating each of the wards in the school division is included in Section 1.2 of this 
package. 

Each Trustee holds office for a term of four years and thereafter until his or her successor 
is elected or appointed and takes office. The elected officers of the Board are the 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson; voting takes place at the Inaugural meeting of the 
Board. 

3.2  Committees 
The Board of Pine Creek School Division has the following committees: 

 Committee of the Whole 
o Finance and Audit Committee 
o Education Programming Committee 

 Policy Committee 
 Negotiations Committee 
 Liaison Committee 
 Strategic Planning Committee 
 Community Engagement Committee  

Board Committees are established annually and determined by the Board.  
 

3.3  Organizational Chart 
The organizational chart explains the chain of command in the Pine Creek School Division 
and is available for review at www.pinecreeksd.mb.ca under the Governance tab.  

4. Board Vision, Mission, Beliefs and Goals 
 
4.1 Vision 

To engage our youth in building a positive future in our ever-changing local and world 
communities through development of students’ knowledge, compassion, and 
determination. 

4.2 Mission 
To provide our students with…  
• A meaningful, high-quality education. 
• A safe and caring environment. 
• An inclusive environment that celebrates diversity. 
• An environment that respects students’ individuality. 
• Challenging academic and skill-based learning. 

http://www.pinecreeksd.mb.ca/
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• Opportunities that empower students to be active and responsible citizens of our 
world. 

 
4.3 Beliefs 

PCSD believes in creating: 
• Successful students who become successful citizens. 
• An environment that is adaptive, inclusive and diversified. 
• Well-rounded, educated citizens who value others and themselves. 
• Opportunities that provide for positive growth to shape contributing citizens.  

 
4.4 Goals 

The Board has adopted the following goals for the Division: 
• A strong learning environment in partnership with parents, students, staff and 

community members. 
• Strong numeracy, literacy, scientific and technological skills. 
• Well-rounded citizens who appreciate and respect all of the arts. 
• A challenging learning environment that develops strong critical thinking and problem-

solving skills. 
• An inclusive learning environment that advocates for social justice and respect for 

diversity.  
• Environmental awareness and sustainability. 
• Opportunities to apply learned skills that foster the positive attitudes that create 

pathways to each student’s future.  
 
5. Nomination Information   
 

5.1 Nomination Period 
PSA Section 39  
For each election, the nomination period begins on the 42nd day before Election Day and 
ends on the 36th day before Election Day. 
 
The 2018 Election Nomination Period is September 12 to 18, 2018 inclusive during regular 
office hours, which are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
5.2 Who qualifies to be nominated as a Candidate? 

PSA Section 90(1) 
In order to qualify as a candidate for school board, a person must be: 

 
• A Canadian citizen, 
• At least 18 years of age on Election Day, 
• A resident of Manitoba, who is a qualified voter of the School Division (has resided in 

the school division for at least six months before Election Day), 
• Not subject to disqualification under The Municipal Act or any other Act 

 
PSA Section 40(1) 
A person may not at any one time hold, or be nominated for, more than one local elected 
office. This means a person cannot run both as a candidate for the board of a school 
division and for the council of a municipality. 

 
5.3 Nomination Requirements 
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All nominations must be supported by a number of eligible voters whose names appear on 
the voters list.  

  
 PSA Section 42(2) 

The number of voters required to support a nomination to become a candidate for a ward 
in a local authority, the lesser of: 
• 25 voters whose names appear on the voters list for the ward 
• 1% of the total number of voters whose names appear on the voters list for the ward, 

but at least two voters. 
 

*it is advised that candidates obtain more signatures than required, in the event that a 
person is not eligible to sign in support of the nomination, or the voters’ name is not on the 
official voters list for that ward. It is better for the candidate to obtain more signatures than 
necessary rather than have nomination papers rejected due to an insufficient number of 
signatures. 

 
5.4 Nomination Forms 

PSA Section 42(1) (2) 
 Nomination forms must include: 
• A statement by the candidate that includes his/her name, address and phone number 

and the office for which he/she is seeking election. This Candidate Nomination form is 
available at http://www.pinecreeksd.mb.ca/2018-board-elections.html 

• The names, addresses and signatures of the required number of registered voters 
supporting the nomination must be included on the Candidate Nomination form. 
Names will be verified by the ASEO or SEO, as they must appear on the voters list of 
the local authority to be counted.  

• A statement taken under oath by the candidate that he/she is qualified to be 
nominated and that to the best of his/her knowledge, the information provided in the 
nomination paper is true. This declaration will be completed as part of the acceptance 
of candidate’s paperwork during the official Nomination Period.  

 
The candidate’s name will appear on the ballot as specified on the accepted Candidate 
Nomination form.  This will allow candidates to be identified by the name they most 
commonly use, and can include nicknames, abbreviations and usual names. 

 
5.5  Filing Nomination Forms 

Nomination papers will be accepted by the Assistant Senior Election Official (ASEO) Lisa 
Sneesby or by the Senior Election Official (SEO) Robyn Winters. 

 
PSA Section 43(2) 
Papers may be filed in person or by an agent or by mail or fax. 

 
Pine Creek School Division Office 
25 Brown Street, PO Box 420, Gladstone MB, R0J 0T0, Fax: (204)385.2825 
During regular business hours - Monday to Friday, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 
Or at one of the following accessible locations: 

MacGregor Collegiate Institute              William Morton Collegiate Institute 
150 Fox Street North, MacGregor MB  141 Morris Avenue, Gladstone MB 
September 13, 2018    September 17, 2018 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm    10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

http://www.pinecreeksd.mb.ca/2018-board-elections.html
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Nomination papers cannot be accepted after the closing of regular business hours on last 
day of Nomination Period - September 18, 2018 at 4:00 pm. 

  
 5.6 Ordering of Candidate Names on Ballots 
  PSA Section 55(2) 

The SEO is to determine the order in which the candidates’ names are listed on the ballot.  
The order must be either: 
• be determined by random lot, or 
• Rotating order 

 
The Pine Creek School Division will be placing Candidate Names on Ballots according to 
Random Lot selection. 

 
The Determination of Candidate Name Order will be made by draw at: 

   Pine Creek School Division Office 
   25 Brown Street, Gladstone, MB 
   Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 10:00 am  
 

Each candidate will draw a number to decide the order in which their name appears on 
the ballot. 

 
The presence of the candidates or their official agents is required.   

 
5.7 Withdrawing a Nomination 

 PSA Section 47(1) (2) (3) 
A candidate may, up until 24 hours after the nomination period ends, withdraw his/her 
nomination papers (35 days before Election Day). 

 
A declaration signed by the candidate must be submitted to the SEO, who will accept the 
withdrawal only if a sufficient number of candidates remain for the number of offices to be 
filed.  The candidate’s signature on the withdrawal letter must be witnessed by another 
person, who must sign as a witness. 
 
Important:  A candidate cannot withdraw after the 24 hour period. 
 

6. Contact Information   
 

SEO Contact Information 
Robyn Winters, Secretary-Treasurer 
Pine Creek School Division 
25 Brown Street 
Gladstone, MB R0J 0T0 
Phone:  204-385-2216 
e-mail:  rwinters1@pinecreeksd.mb.ca 

 
ASEO Contact Information 
Lisa Sneesby, Assistant Senior Election Official  
c/o Pine Creek School Division 
e-mail:  aseo@pinecreeksd.mb.ca 
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Manitoba School Boards Association 
www.mbschoolboards.ca 
191 Provencher Boulevard 
Winnipeg, MB R2H 0G4 
Phone:  1-800-262-8836 
Fax:  204-231-1356 

 
Candidate forms are available on www.pinecreeksd.mb.ca 

 
  Candidate Nomination Form 

 Declaration of Candidate Form 
 Official Agent Appointment Form 
 Scrutineer Appointment Form 

 
Additional Resources 
The Municipal Candidate Guidebook and the Guide to School Boards and Trusteeship in 
Manitoba are designed to assist anyone interested in seeking election to either City Council or 
School Board office. These Guidebooks provide an overview of the election process in Manitoba 
and outlines steps you need to take to run as a candidate in the upcoming election for City 
Council and School Board. 

 2018 Candidates Guidebook 
 School Boards and Trusteeship in Manitoba 
 The Municipal Councils and School Boards Elections Act 
 The Municipal Act 
 The Public Schools Act 

 

http://www.mbschoolboards.ca/
https://www.gov.mb.ca/mr/mfas/pubs/election/2018_muni_candidates_guidebook-english.pdf
http://www.mbschoolboards.ca/documents/Guide%20to%20School%20Boards%20and%20Trusteeship.pdf
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/m257e.php
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/m225e.php
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/p250e.php
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