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School Mission Statement  The WMCI community is committed 

to providing a safe and stimulating environment in order to pro-

mote individual excellence, to foster responsible citizenship, and 

to develop students who can manage their futures in a changing 

society. 

School Philosophy  All students will have a role to play within a 

local, national, and global community upon graduation.   In a quickly changing world, stu-

dents require curricula that promote necessary skills, educators that provide opportunities, 

technology that supports current practices, and a building that ensures a safe and respectful 

learning environment. This foundation will encourage students to develop the motivation, 

work ethic, and respect for self and others required during their current studies and future 

learning, in order to become contributing citizens. 

Pine Creak Treaty Statement  Pine Creek School Division operates on the traditional lands 

of the Anishinaabe. Pine Creek School Division respects the Treaties that were made on this 

territory. 

About Us  We are a 7-12 school offering all compulsory credits as well as optional credits 

such as French, various computer courses, Industrial 

Arts, Band, Foods, Senior Years Apprenticeship and 

Credit for Employment. 

We have 25 staff members including 14 teachers, 

four educational assistants, one administrative assis-

tant, one librarian, one Indigenous liaison, one social 

worker, one skills coach and two custodians. 

We finished the year this June with 165 students. 

WMCI PAC  We have an active Parent Council who continued with their work this year, se-

curing funding and procuring new soccer nets that have barely gone a day without use since 

being placed in our field. 

They also obtained approval to revamp the WMCI grounds, with plans to add a running 

track, basketball court and volleyball court.  They will be getting down to some serious fund-

raising next year.  We are so excited and so grateful for this! 



This year we had to find ways to bring celebrations, remembrance, and activities into the school 

while respecting public health guidelines.   

Here are some examples: 

Student Council and Sources of Strength members really took initiative in organizing events and ac-

tivities for the student body, including Paint Class, Flowers for Seniors, and “Take your Best Shot” 

photo contest. 

 

At Halloween, socially distanced activities included pumpkin bowling, door decorating, and  cos-

tume competitions. 

To bring some Christmas cheer into the school, we decorated a tree in the lobby, had a spirit 

week with Christmas themed costumes, and a Christmas dinner, with individual pot-pies pre-

pared by Gladstone Bakery.   

We wore PJs and SOS gave out hot chocolate for Valentine’s Day.  We had many 

other theme days throughout the winter and spring, such as crazy hair day, dress 

as a book or movie character day, dress rock or country day, 

Hawaiian day, and more. 

 

 

 

 

Volleyball was one of the sports we were allowed to play throughout most of the year, so there 

were lots of volleyball practices.   We were also able to fit in a few girls fastball practices! 



Remembrance Day 

Mr. Watson put together a tribute to Gladstone soldiers, collecting one pair of footwear for 

each soldier who lost their life in WW1, WW2, and The Korean War. 

What else did we do differently this year? 

Terry Fox “Run” 

Lauren Armstrong organized an event where everyone went out with their cohorts and 

found Terry Fox Trivia around the schoolyard. 

Garden Club—A first for WMCI!  Taia Campbell proposed it, and it caught on quickly.  The stu-

dents were already planning and planting in the winter, and were outside as soon as possible in 

the spring. 

 



Courses looked completely different this year with technology being an absolute necessity, and 

Chromebooks were provided to our Grades 7-12 students. 7-9 Math teachers continued with the 

MRLC Numeracy Achievement Project,  and a focus on literacy continued throughout the school.  

Shop students built a hunting and fishing shack that was raffled off at grad to raise money for fu-

ture projects.  They also built a pretty cool train for the museum.  Science classes did many hands-

on projects, including the egg drop, cow eye dissections, and building filtration systems. 

Band 

Music looked and sounded very different this year in our school due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Students 

were not allowed to play wind instruments in school.  Singing was also restricted.  For this reason, WMCI 

Choir was cancelled and WMCI Band classes changed dramatically.  Band was semesterized to accommo-

date cohort scheduling, putting Junior Band in semester one and Senior Band in semester two.  All concerts 

and performances were cancelled.  But, we learned to make the most of our situation to focus on other are-

as of music to help bring us joy! 

WMCI Junior Band  Junior Band was comprised of 21 Gr. 7 & 8 students from WMCI.  LES and PES students 

were unable to attend WMCI classes due to COVID-19 regulations.   

At school, band classes focused on music theory, music history, rhythm studies, and genres/styles of mu-

sic.  We built on our percussion playing techniques using body percussion, cups, and bucket drumming.  On 

special occasions, like Thanksgiving, Remembrance Day, and Christmas, we worked on songs on our bucket 

drums for Mrs. Salmon to record.  At home we still practiced our band instruments and did Google Meets 

with Mrs. Salmon to help us out.  We look forward to being able to play together at school when restrictions 

get lifted in the future. 

WMCI Senior Band  Senior Band had 14 students from Gr. 9-12 separated into two cohorts on alternating 

days.   

Initially at school, band classes focused on music history, music theory, and rhythm 

studies.  We purchased a class set of ukuleles to enjoy playing together in class.  After 

lots of practice, we were able to have fun jamming together on the ukuleles to popu-

lar songs.  On our at-home-learning days, we practiced our instruments to continue 

with our playing skills, hoping that we might be able to play at school.  By May, 

COVID restrictions changed to allow playing of instruments outside.  We were thrilled to finally be able to 

play together in the front courtyard at school, but only within our separate cohorts.  We had hoped that the 

pandemic would get better to allow both cohorts to play together, but that never came to be. We definitely 

appreciated the chance to play at school, though, something we weren’t sure would happen. 

Thank you to our graduating Grade 12 students Ziah Canete, Eryza Collado, Cadence Otto, Lauren Rosling, 

and Robin Semler for your leadership and awesome contribution to our band clas-

ses!  It certainly wasn’t the way that we had hoped that your last year would be in 

band, but we knew how to make the best of our predicament. Best Wishes to all of 

you in your future!   

Mrs. Salmon 



Grad 

Academic: 18 students graduated this year, 13 with honours.  Over thirty  different scholar-

ships and bursaries were given out.  The recipients of the John M. Stewart Scholarships for 

best all-round final year student (one male and one female) were Chris Armstrong and Lau-

ren Rosling. The Governor General’s Academic Medal was awarded to Eryza Collado.   

 

 

The event:  Our graduation celebration had to meet the Public Health Guidelines, so a pa-

rade was organized again this year, with spectators required to remain in vehicles.  Students 

got to showcase their personalities through their parade vehicles.  The elementary school 

and day care students were out to cheer on the grads as the pa-

rade went by, and community members were parked along the 

streets to cheer them on as well.  Family members parked at the 

fair grounds to watch as they received their diplomas. 

This year Mrs. Owen came up with the brilliant idea of a time capsule to commemorate the tu-

multuous year that was 2020-2021. Students and staff members were encouraged to add pieces 

to the capsule that would encapsulate the trials and tribulations of our time. Some students add-

ed personal reflections, while others added objects and tokens that told their story of the year 

that was. The time capsule is to be opened in 2035 by whatever staff still remain or whatever 

students and staff will be. We hope that it will give them a window into what it was like to live in 

2020-21 in Gladstone Manitoba. The world will change for better or worse, but we are certain 

that the past year will be of interest to those in the future due to Covid 19, Black Lives Matter 

and the Capitol Riots. Mrs. Henderson’s art class is making a panel to mark where the capsule is 

to be stored in the ceiling. 

Mr. Watson 


